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How did Main 
Street fare in 
July?



Compared to June, the number of employees working 
decreased in July by 0.4%

Main Street Health Metrics1

(Rolling 7-day average; Relative to April 2021)

31. Major dips due to major U.S. holidays
Source: Homebase data



18 states and 3 regions saw declining employment in July, 
indicating an end to the rapid bounce-back in these areas

1. Average of June 6th – 12th vs. July 11th – 17th | Note: Regional averages weighted by population, based on 2019 estimates from US Census
Source: Homebase data

Percent change in employees working
(Difference between mid-June and mid-July1; relative to April 2021 baseline)

Southeast
-0.4%

Southwest
-2.5%

Far West
+1.6%

Plains
-3.0%

Rocky 
Mountains

+2.0%

Great Lakes
+0.6%

New England
+6.8%

Mideast
+4.5%
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https://www.census.gov/data/tables/time-series/demo/popest/2010s-state-total.html


While states that ended additional federal unemployment 
benefits early saw employment decline ~0.9%, states that 
kept additional benefits saw employment increase by ~2.3%

1. Average of June 6th – 12th vs. July 11th – 17th | Note: Segment averages weighted by population, based on 2019 estimates from US Census
Source: Homebase data

Percent change in employees working
(Difference between mid-June and mid-July1; relative to April 2021 baseline)

Announced end of COVID-19 unemployment benefits early
-0.9%
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Did not end COVID-19 unemployment benefits early
+2.3%

https://www.census.gov/data/tables/time-series/demo/popest/2010s-state-total.html


Only 50% of the top MSAs saw growth in July, indicating 
that many are nearing an end to the rapid bounce-back

1. Average of June 6th – 12th vs. July 11th – 17th

Source: Homebase data 6

Percent change in employees working
(Difference between mid-June and mid-July1; relative to April 2021 baseline)



Entertainment and hospitality industries have increased 
employees working by ~40-50% since April 2021
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Change in employees working
(Mid June vs. mid July using April 2021 baseline) 1

Change in employees working2

(Rolling 7-day average; Relative to April 2021) 1

1. Average of June 6th – 12th vs. July 11th – 17th

2. Major dips caused by major U.S. holidays
Source: Homebase data

Other Industries Entertainment Hospitality



COVID-19’s impact on pre-pandemic businesses
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While businesses in states that voted Republican in the 2020 U.S. 
presidential election maintained higher employment throughout the 
pandemic, businesses in Democratic states caught up in July

Percent Change in Employees Working1

(Rolling 7-day average; Relative to January 2020)

1. Major dips are caused by major U.S. holidays
2. State data is weighted by population (Democrat = 187m; Republican = 140m)

Source: Homebase data

2020 2021
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Businesses in states that did not lift additional federal unemployment 
benefits early have grown quicker in 2021 and are now on-par with 
businesses in states that lifted benefits early

Percent Change in Employees Working1

(Rolling 7-day average; Relative to January 2020)

1. Major dips are caused by major U.S. holidays
2. State data is weighted by population (Not lifting = 183m; Lifting = 145m)

Source: Homebase data

2020 2021
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Businesses in the Plains and Rocky Mountains maintained the highest 
employment rates throughout the COVID-19 pandemic

Percent Change in Employees Working1

(Rolling 7-day average; Relative to January 2020)

1. Major dips are caused by major U.S. holidays
2. Regional data is weighted by population

Source: Homebase data

2020 2021
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While entertainment businesses nearly completely shut down in April 
2020 (80% decrease in employment), they have recovered well and are 
now employing ~16% more people than before COVID-19

Percent Change in Employees Working1

(Rolling 7-day average; Relative to January 2020)

1. Major dips are caused by major U.S. holidays
Source: Homebase data

2020 2021
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How has Homebase data been validated? 

•

•

•

•

https://www.centralbanking.com/central-banks/financial-stability/7668906/james-bullard-on-the-feds-policy-review-fsoc-and-forecasting-jobs-data
https://www.stlouisfed.org/on-the-economy/2020/august/recent-covid19-us-employment-slowdown
https://news.yale.edu/2020/07/27/yale-study-finds-expanded-jobless-benefits-did-not-reduce-employment
https://www.lebow.drexel.edu/news/real-time-data-show-covid-19-led-60-decline-leisure-hospitality-and-retail-employment
https://www.brookings.edu/bpea-articles/covid-19-and-labor-markets/


Methodology and definitions



Backup | 
US Bureau of 
Economic 
Analysis 
Regions



Contact us



https://joinhomebase.com/data


